
 

 

SABAH ADVISORY UPDATES 

As per Saturday 16 November 2013 issued at 12noon  

Kopi'vosian, Greetings from Sabah! 
 
Sabah made good progress in tourism business, the first-10 months of 2013. There were increased air 
accessibility and flight-frequencies into Sabah with more airlines connecting from regional capitals into 
Kota Kinabalu, including record arrivals of charter flights from the region. In October, Malaysia Airlines 
re-Launched its Kota Kinabalu-Tokyo 3xweekly direct flights and added a second- direct flight direct to 
Perth. Today, AirAsia launches its direct domestic flights from Kota Kinabalu to Malaysia’s North-Eastern 
Peninsula capital, Kota Bahru 3x-weekly, with full capacity in the next few months.   
 
Several global corporate brands from Europe and the Asia Pacific region including medical meetings and 
conferences, Banks and Financial institutions, a Bishops Conference and many more held their meetings 
and corporate incentives Events in Kota Kinabalu. These corporate incentives’ travel to Sandakan and 
the east coast to visit the Turtle Islands, the world renowned Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation 
Sanctuary and upriver to Sukau the popular wildlife habitat, the favourite filming destinations of BBC 
naturalists Sir David Attenborough, the National Geography, Discovery Channel and more.  
 
Sabah is the Land Below the Wind, situated below the typhoon belt that affects the Philippines in the 
north.  Diving is year-round in Sabah and continue to be popular with March, April, May and June being 
the most popular spring-summer dive season.  The Malaysian Government has strengthened and further 
enhanced the armed security forces on these islands 
 
Subsequent to the February Sulu intrusions to Sabah at the remote coastal village of Tanduo, the 
Government established the ESSCOM (Eastern Sabah Security Command) along the entire east coast 
of Sabah from Kudat in the north to Sandakan, Lahad Datu, Semporna and Tawau in the southeast. This 
ESSCOM is similar to the USA Homeland Security on the USA-Mexico border and the Australian 
Government's own ADF against infiltrations/illegal arrivals and smuggling. The Malaysian "Ops Daulat" 
military offensive had successfully mopped up the intruder-terrorists. The remote Tanduo village is now a 
Malaysian security base. 
 
Unfortunately and very sadly, on the early morning of Friday 15 November 2013 at the popular Pom Pom 
Island Resort, a Taiwanese tourist male, age 57-year old was found dead with gunshot wounds in the 
water villa where he and his wife were staying. His wife was missing and believed abducted. Security 
and Police investigation indicate the assailants were unlikely to be Abu Sayyaf Muslim militants from the 
southern Philippines. The Police are probing and investigating the case as a criminal case, for murder 
and abduction. The Sabah Tourism Board conveys our condolences to the families of the couple.   
 
We wish to add that all other visitors on the Resort Island of Pom Pom are safe. They are not affected by 
the incident and continue with their holiday-stay.  We wish to assure that Sabah is safe to visit, including 
the resort islands off Semporna. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
DATUK IRENE BENGGON CHARURUKS 
General Manager and Board Director, 
SABAH TOURISM BOARD 
 
Website: www.sabahtourism.com 
Email: irene@sabahtourism.com 
Tel: 088-212121 
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